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is a conditional particle (one of many in
Arabic) used to present possible situations that
may or may not take place in the future. The
conditional sentence consists of two clauses:

b i) dlas headed by a conditional particle and
followed by a past tense, and

Olg=dl doe> with a verb that comes in past or

present tense. Examples:

The order of the two clauses can be reversed:

The Olg= typically start with the particle _$ if

it starts with one of the following:
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The conditional sentence can be used as well in

negative clause, ¢ should be used in this case:
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Conditional situations can also be expressed by (], familiar to learners of Arabic through

the expression dll <L& (). It is mostly employed in literary and religious texts. Verbs used in

o) conditional sentences can be past, present, or jussive.
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This particle introduces improbable hypotheses, and it uses the past tense in both of its

clauses. In addition, Glgedl des> must starts with the particle J
2had)) Suslud Sl Eus o)

Negative situations can be expressed through the use of s ¢} 5 Vo). These cases denote

possible past (already occurred) situations.
(gl Eosl b oYl Vo
Bl § dusd) 55U ol b o)
Sy elell ST glal LU V!

Now let’s practice some conditional sentences. Add a correct conditional particle to the following

sentences:
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Note: There are other conditional expressions in Arabic. A group of nouns can be formed by
adding question words or relative pronouns with the particle L, such as luus LeaS. L i Lo
You may see more of these conditionals as you advance your Arabic studies. Try to find them on

your own during your free reading practice.
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