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In Al-Sayyab’s poem, we saw the use of the dual form:

Your eyes are two palm tree forests at early dawn o) delw Juso e Jlus
o)l g slo ol old S o

29,5 395 Oleded o e

Or two verandas from which the moonlight recedes

When your eyes smile, the vines put forth their leaves

In English, we have words that express the concept
of two, such as pair and both. In Arabic, the dual
form is used whenever the category of two is used
in the form of pronoun, noun, adjective, verb, and
demonstrative. The dual is formed by adding the
suffix ) in nominative cases, or the suffix (» in

accusative and genitive cases.

The dual mascline form refers to two masculines or
a masculine and a feminine. The adjective, as usual,

matches the noun whenever is used:

When talking about the dual, you can use the dual

pronouns Ll gl Lea:

When the dual is part of an iDaafa construction, the

final y is deleted:

The dual suffix can be attached to prepositions:

(Translation by Khalid Al-Mutalib)

Sl (e HHbg Hau lyelid)
nominative case
Oleadl Sl 0 gBead 13
accusative case
Olds 3Ll saaldl § ,odl ymidl o il

genitive case

OV s § =il OlesSy oldl=ll QLI
Eaasdl gl

Laz ¢ sosbl LasLy dlhalls Skl
Sh=ll oo Glusas QWb e gun
Sl oo b

Gyl e Lol

Olyally des $lysdl 658 Sumlie Easl

ool st s S0 Logsd (ulsS st
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The dual form has a muscaline quantifier S and
a feminine one, L:l§ that comes with nouns (in
iDaafa construction) or attached to pronouns to

express the concept of both:

Note that, as in the sentence above, when the dual
is attached to a noun that ends in taa marbouta,

it changes to a regular taa

And if the single word ends in alif maqSuura,
it changes to yaa before adding the dual suffix.
Notice also in the below sentences the dual forms

of demonstratives in feminine and masculine:

Finally, verbs come in dual forms to refer to dual
nouns, except of course if the verb comes at the
beginning of a sentence, in which case it comes in

a single form:

ol =il e leadS - ol =il e oniad] WS
ol =il e LealilS - ol Sxidl e GSwadll LIS

Ot /Ol - diw

s b /s b - b

bl gode & /OLEll OliB - ake

i) oole & / Olddiud] bl - ks

3ol =il Goluls 8uadll lyeladl oS
80d) dasadll LS ol,elad)
83001 dasadll HlaSy ol,eladl
8yod) Baadl] S Oli,eLid]

8ol Bacadll GleSs ob,sladl

:Q.g)l.é‘_

RURRPRPSAI

Bl s § ol =]

:Olelall § duwlie GlIS d8LoL AW Jazdl IskeST

slozzYly dulewd! -\

IS by wlead! Sy O S wiisy -V

RS

§ g3 AU 3L wlad JS -V

~ khallinald>



NSRS S N el @ ADVANCED

Let’s practice a bit more: Name the human parts that take dual forms and
put them in sentences that demonstrate the adjustment for dual nouns in

Arabic sentences:

s | gdl |

= khallinal.l>



